Fifteen years ago the only organisms known to cause gastroenteritis in man were enteropathogenic bacteria. Since then a number of different viruses, detected by electron microscopy of diarrhoeal stools, have been implicated as important causal agents. Nevertheless no known pathogen can be detected in many episodes of gastroenteritis, suggesting that further gastrointestinal pathogens await our detection.
Recently a new pathogen has been described in association with gastroenteritis of children and adults, and this organism, Cryptosporidium, is a coccidian parasite related to Toxoplasma. 
